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and life. This was the beginning of that conception
of the deity which they express by Atua.

When we have to deal with the evidence placed
before us by a scholar like Mr. Gill, who has spent
nearly all his life among one and the same tribe, a
certain amount of confidence is excusable. Still even
he cannot claim the same authority which belongs to
Homer, when speaking of his own religion, or to St.
Augustine, when giving us his interesting account of
the beliefs of the ancient Romans. And yet, who does
not know how much uncertainty is left in our minds
after we have read all that such men have to say with
regard to their own religion, or the religion of the
community in the midst of which they grew up and
passed the whole of their life!

The difficulties which beset travellers and mission-
aries in their description of the religious and intel-
lectual life of savage tribes are far more serious than
is commonly supposed, and some of them deserve to
be considered before we proceed further.

Influence of public opinion on travellers.

First of all, few men are quite proof against the
fluctuations of public opinion. There was a time
when many travellers were infected with Rousseau's
ideas, so that in their eyes all savages became very
much what the Germans were to Tacitus. Then
came a reaction. Partly owing to the influence of
American ethnologists, who wanted an excuse for
slavery, partly owing, at a later time, to a desire of
finding the missing link between men and monkeys,
descriptions of savages began to abound which made